Desert Mustangs of Arizona,
Chapter Three of the
Marine Corps Mustang Association, Inc.

ARTICLE | - ORGANIZATION NAME, GOALS
AND PURPOSES
1.1 Organization Name:

The name of this organization shall be Desert
Mustangs of Arizona, hereinafter referred to as the
“‘Chapter’, and will be considered Chapter Three of the
Marine Corps Mustang Association.

1.2 Goals:

The Chapter goals are to form a state forum for
Mustang Association members to gather in fellowship, to
pool resources and abilities, to support the overall
association's purposes, and to develop specific programs,
projects and activities to address/support local needs,
desires, and assistance of Marines at the local Chapter
level.

1.3 Purposes:

The purposes of this Chapter are:

a) To promote and safeguard the principles of
justice, freedom and democracy, patriotism, love of country
and our flag;

b) To perpetuate the spirit and traditions of the
United States Marine Corps and the Marine Corps
Mustangs;

¢) To foster, encourage, perpetuate the memory,
spirit and comradeship-in-arms of all Mustangs;

d) To preserve incidents and memories of our
association together,

e) To promote and cultivate social intercourse
and fellowship among members of the Mustang
Association;

f) To hold meetings and social gatherings for the
better realization and implementation of the purposes of
our Association and Chapter;

g) To inform and recruit eligible Marine
Mustangs for the continued growth of our Association and
Chapter,

h) To identify and minister to the needs of others
within the local Marine community, both active duty and
retired.

ARTICLE 1l - MEMBERSHIP

2.1 Requirements for Chapter Membership:

Chapter membership shall be open to all persons
who are members in good standing in the Marine Corps
Mustang Association.

2.2 Requirements for Widow (er) Membership:

Those widow (er)s of members in good standing,
and those widow (er)s of qualified Mustangs shall be
presented the opportunity to become Associate members.
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Associate members shall have all the privileges of
members, except the right to hold a National Office or a
Directorship.

2.3 Charter Chapter Members:

Mustang Chapter Charter Members are those
members accepted into Chapter membership during the
Chapters 1994 fiscal year (ending October 31, 1994).

2.4 Honorary Chapter Members:

Honorary Chapter membership may be conferred
upon a distinguished person. Nominations for honorary
chapter membership may be made by any chapter
member in good standing. The Chapter Elected Officers
shall confer or revoke honorary memberships by a majority
vote. Honorary members shall have all the privileges of
members, except the rights to vote or hold office and shall
be exempt from payment of Chapter dues.

Captain Robert E. Richter, Sr., U.S. Marine Corps
(Retired) is recognized as the Founder of the U.S. Marine
Corps Mustang Association. As such, he is designated as
an honorary member of the Desert Mustangs of Arizona
Chapter for life, or for as long as he chooses to be a
Chapter member.

2.5 Regular Chapter Members:

Regular Chapter members are those qualified
members whose requests for membership were received
and accepted after October 31, 1994.

2.6 Termination of Chapter Membership:

Chapter members may terminate voluntarily or be
terminated involuntarily as follows;

1) Any member may resign from the Chapter
upon written notification to the Chapter President. A
member who has resigned from the Chapter may be
reinstated, as long as he/she is a member in good standing
of the Mustang Association. A written request to the
Chapter President is required.

2) Any Chapter's member expelled by the
Mustang Association Board of Directors shall also be
removed from the Chapters roster of members.

3) Failure to pay Chapter dues will be cause to
lose membership in the Chapter.
Those who are delinquent in dues will be required to pay
the current amount due before active membership can be
reinstated.

ARTICLE Il - MEETINGS OF MEMBERS
3.1 Meetings:
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Because this is a state wide Chapter and due to
the geographical separation of members, meetings will be
held approximately 3 times a calendar year, when possible.
Each meeting will be held in a different part of the state to
facilitate the local members. A portion of each meeting will
be devoted to Chapter business. The date and location of
the next meeting will be determined during the business
portion of each meeting.

3.2 Notice of Meetings:

Written noftice stating the date, time and place of
each meeting will be published to Chapter members by
Newsletter at least 30 days prior to the meeting. This
information can also be obtained from each Chapter Officer
by telephone.

ARTICLE IV - VOTING PROCEDURES
4.1 lssues:

Voting on issues pertaining to the Chapter shall
be by show of hands during regular meetings of the
membership with the majority ruling.

4.2 Election of Officers:

Voting on the election of Officers shall be by
written ballot. Absentee bailots submitted/cast through the
U.S. Postal system and received by the Nominating
Committee prior to the applicable election meeting will be
accepted as valid ballots.

4.3 Quorum:

The active Chapter members, to include at least
two Chapter elected Officers, present at a regularly
scheduled meeting shall be deemed to be representative,
and shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of Chapter
business. .

The Board of Officers meetings must consist of at
least two officers before regular Chapter business can be
conducted. This business may be conducted by
telephone. ’

ARTICLE V - CHAPTER BOARD OF OFFICERS
5.1 Constitution:

The voting members of the Board of Officers
shall consist of the Chapter elected Officers. The
immediate Past President of the Chapter shall be a non-
voting member of the Board of Officers.

5.2 Term of Office:

The term of office for all Chapter elected officers
will be two (2) years. The term of office of the Chapter
elected Officers shall be staggered so that not more than
one half (1/2) of the Officers will be elected at one time.
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The first election will be conducted with the following terms
of office:

President two years
1st Vice President one year
Secretary two years
Treasurer one year

Thereafter all Chapter elected Officers will serve a full two
year term. One individual may fill both positions of
Secretary and Treasurer. If this should happen, then
multiple Vice-Presidents are required to ensure that at least
two Chapter Officers are present at each meeting due to
the vast area of the membership.

5.3 The President:

The President shall serve as the senior officer of
the Chapter and preside at all meetings of the membership.
The President shall, with the advice and counsel of the
Chapter Board of Officers, determine all committees, select
all Chairpersons, and assist in the selection of the
committee members. The President will be a non-voting
member of the Marine Corps Mustang Association Board of
Directors.

5.4 Vice-President (s):

The duties of the Vice-President (s) shall be such
as their titles by general usage would indicate, and such as
required by law, as well as those that may be assigned
them by the President and/or the Board of Officers. As the
senior vice-president the 1st Vice President shall preside at
all meetings of the Chapter in the absence of the President.
Accordingly (when installed) the 2nd Vice President shall
preside when the President and 1st Vice President are
absent.

5.5 Secretary:

The Secretary shall be the chief administrative
officer of the Chapter and be responsible for all
correspondence, reports, notices, and minutes of all
meetings of the Chapter and Board of Officers.

5.6 Treasurer:

The Treasurer shall be responsible for the
financial management of the Chapter, ensuring that the
funds are kept on deposit in a financial institution when
directed and approved by the Board of Officers, maintain
records to account for all monies received by the Chapter,
and present a quarterly review and verify the Chapter
financial statements with the Board of Officers.

5.7 Secretary - Treasurer:

By election of the Chapter membership, one
individual may be elected Secretary-Treasurer. If such is
the case, The duties shall be as outlined in articles 5.5 and
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5.6 above.

ARTICLE VI - COMMITTEES

6.1 Standing Committees:

There shall be three (3) standing committees with
the committee chairperson assigned by the President with
the concurrence of the Board of Officers. Each committee
shall consist of not less than two (2) members. Standing
Committees are as follows:

1. Steering

2. Resource Development

3. Nominating

6.2 Steering Committee:

The Steering Committee shall consist of
members experienced or desiring to assist in program
planning, forecasting and organization development. The
committee shall identify and promote programs necessary
to fulfill the basic objectives of the Chapter as defined in
"Article 1.3 - Purpose® of the bylaws. They shall review
the Bylaws of the Chapter recommending changes for the
betterment of the Chapter.

6.3 Resource Development Committee:

The Resource Development Committee shall be
responsible for all Chapter fund raising activities. The
committee will ensure that the methods, when approved by
the Board of Officers, are instituted to raise funds in order
for the chapter to conduct its business.

6.4 Nominating Committee:

The Nominating Committee shall prepare a slate
of Officers to fill vacancies on the Chapter Board of
Officers. The Nominating Committee shall call for
nominations from the Chapter membership at least three
(3) months prior to the annual election meeting. The
Nominating Committee shall accept and prepare a slate of
qualified candidates, providing the membership with voting
ballots at least one (1) month prior to the elections. The
Committee shall conduct the election ballot voting at the
annual election meeting counting all absentee votes and
those cast at the meeting, and report the results to the
President.

6.5 Special Committees:

Special committees may be appointed by the
President to perform special tasks and will be dissolved at
the completion of the assigned task. The committee
chairperson will be appointed by the President with
concurrence of the Board of Officers.

6.6 Qualification of Officers:
All members in good standing in the Chapter are
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eligible for election/appoiniment to the Board of Officers.
Candidates for election must possess the desire and
willingness to serve for the term of office.

6.7 Removal of Chapter Officer:

Any Officer of the Board of Officers may be
removed from office for just cause by the affirmative vote of
two-thirds or more of the Chapter Board of Officers. Just
cause shall consist of:

1. Conduct unbecoming an officer which is
detrimental to the interests of the Chapter.

2. Non-performance of assigned duties.

The Officer proposed to be removed shall be entitled to
appear before the Chapter Board of Officers and be heard.

6.8 Chapter Vacancies:
The Chapter President or acting President shall

have the authority to appoint a replacement Officer to fill
the remaining term of an Officer of the Chapter that has
resulted from the disability, resignation or removal for
cause. Such appointment must be confirmed by the Board
of Officers.

In the case the vacancy is that of the President
the 1st Vice President will assume the post and appoint a
replacement to the new vacancie.

ARTICLE VII FISCAL

7.1 Fiscal Year:
The fiscal year for the Chapter shall be 1
November to 31 October.

7.2 Financial Books and Records:

The Chapter shall keep current and complete
books and records of all accounts of the Chapter, its
committees and all other activities. Al financial books and
records shall be maintained by the Chapter Treasurer and
a formal financial statement will be presented to the Board
of Officers for review, 30 days prior to the end of the fiscal
year. When approved the Treasurer will prepare reports to
the membership and the National Association.

7.3 Tax Exempt Status:
As of 30 October, 1989, the Marine Corps

Mustang Association, Inc., was determined to be a tax-
exempt organization under section 501 (c)(19) of the IRS
Code. As such, this Chapter is included in the Mustang
Association tax-exempt status and shall comply with the
IRS Code requirements. The Chapter Board of Officers
shall take all necessary actions to protect the Marine Corps
Mustang Association tax-exempt status.

7.4 Chapter Membership Dues:

The annual dues for membership in the Chapter
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will be set by the Board of Officers during the third (3)
quarter of Chapter's fiscal year and published to the
membership. Annual dues are normally "due and payable”
the first month of the new calender year. All monies
received will be placed in the Chapter's general account.

7.5 Other Income:

Other funds may be received from endowments,
contributions or special fund raising activities. Such funds
when not designated for special purposes will be placed in
the general account. For those funds designated for
special purposes the Treasurer will establish a separate
accounting.

7.6 Business Activities:

The Chapter may have certain business activities
and business expenses incidental to the operation and
administration of the Chapter. All expenses shall be
enumerated in the annual budget and approved by the
Chapter Board of Officers. Unexpected or emergency
expenses not in the budget shall be approved by the
President and the Treasurer subject to subsequent
validation by Chapter Board of Officers. No member of the
Board of Officers will be granted funds for travel, meals or
lodging in the performance of his/her duties unless
approved by the membership.

ARTICLE VII ADMINISTRATION:

8.1 Administrative Records:

The Chapter will keep current and in the custody
of the Secretary, all administrative records, minutes and
proceedings of its Chapter membership meetings, Chapter
Board of Officers meetings and Chapter committee
meetings. Each Committee Chairperson will submit to the
Secretary a written report of all meetings, within thirty (30)
days of the meeting. The Secretary will maintain the
master register of the membership, with the following
information:

Full Name

Rank and status

Address

. Telephone number

National Association number
Spouse's First Name

SRS 2

8.2 Amendments of the Chapter Bylaws:

These Bylaws may be amended, altered, or
repealed at any regular or special meeting of the general
Chapter membership as long as the meeting has been
published at least thirty (30) days prior to the membership
meeting. Absentee votes submitted in writing to the
Chapter President prior to or at the scheduled Chapter
meeting will be valid votes. Absentee written votes and
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voting membership present at the meeting must represent
at least one third of the Chapter membership in order to
change or add items to these Bylaws.

It is recognized that Desert Mustangs of Arizona
Chapter Bylaws, and change(s) thereof, require the
concurrence of the National Mustang Association (MCMA)
Board of Directors.

8.3 Publicity and Publications:

The Marine Corps Mustang Association's
"MESTENGO" shall be the official publication of the
Mustang Association and Desert Mustangs of Arizona
Chapter. The Chapter may publish a supplemental news
letter from time to time informing the Chapter membership
of events and information that have interest to its members.

8.4 Rules of Procedures:

The rules of procedure at Chapter meetings of
the General membership and the Board of Officers shall be
the rules contained in "PARLIAMENTARY LAW FOR
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS" by Howard L. Qleck, 1979
Edition, so far as applicable and when not inconsistent with
these Bylaws, the Mustang Association Bylaws, the Articles
of Incorporation or with published resolutions of the
Mustang Association Board of Directors and/or the Chapter
Board of Officers, respectively. The Chapter Board of
Officers shall ensure compliance with the above stated
Rules of Procedure at all meetings.

9.0 LOGO

The offical logo shall be the Marine Corps
Mustang Associations Logo superimposed on an outline of
the state of Arizona, a saguaro cactus located in the
southeastern corner of the state and the name of the
Chapter appearing inside the outline of the state. (see
figure below)
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