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Mestengo 

“Hot Time, Summer in the City”  
32nd Annual Muster San Antonio 2018  

 
 

The annual muster/reunion of the Association for 2018 was held in San Antonio Texas from August 
8th to August 12th with our venue located within the historic Menger Hotel literally across the street 
from the Alamo. This unique hotel dating back to 1859 in its original form was, in many ways, like 
going back in time with all of the modern amenities of a first-class lodging. The program was busy 
but allowed ample time for sight-seeing on Thursday before assembling at 1700 to walk a short   
distance to the famed Riverwalk for a dinner cruise of two barges along the miles of the San Antonio 
river beneath an overhang of shade trees that kept the temperatures reasonably comfortable. That 
was the highlight of bringing most of the attendees together allowing a lot of visiting and “catching 
up” among friends from across the country who see each way too infrequently. Personal stories and 
‘sea stories’ were a constant. The Hospitality Room was a gathering place before and after all other 
events. 
 
Most of the attendees had a ‘tourist’ day on Friday although the Mustangs started their day with the 
traditional general member business meeting and report on results of the balloting for new officers 
and board members. A new president was elected (CWO-4 Alex Childress), a new treasurer (Carlos 
Thrasher),    new board of directors (John Darracott and Ross Pennington). Truthfully folks, the 
mail-in ballots numbered only 53 from a membership of nearly a thousand active members which 
does not really reflect the expectations from an organization such as ours. 
 
           Continued on page 4 
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ON THIS DAY... 

July 1, 1920—MajGen John A. Lejeune became the 13th    

Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

July 7, 1941—The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing was commissioned 

at Quantico, VA. 

July 11, 1798—The US Marine Corps was re-established by an 

Act of Congress, succeeding the Continental Marines. 

August 6, 1847—LtCol S.E. Watson’s Marines commenced 

their march on the “Halls of Montezuma” in Mexico. 

August 13, 1918—Opha M. Johnson enlisted, becoming the 

first woman Marine. 

August 23, 1798—The first Headquarters of the Marine Corps 

was established at Philadelphia. 

August 25, 1948—First black Marine officer commissioned in 

the regular Marine Corps. 

September 9, 1950—Capt L.E. Brown flew the first Marine 

combat jet mission. 

September 11, 1990—The 4th MEB arrived in the Gulf of 

Oman in support of Operation Desert Shield. 



FROM: THE PRESIDENT  

CWO-4 Alex J. Childress, USMC (Ret) 

Semper Fidelis! 

Alex Childress 

Fellow Mustangs: 

It is an honor to be addressing you for the first time as your 

newly elected President.  While I had the privilege of meeting 

some of our fellow Mustangs at our Muster last month in San 

Antonio, I would be remiss if I didn’t share with the rest of our 

Mustangs who were not able to attend my gratitude for our  

outgoing Officers and Directors and congratulations to our 

newly elected Officers and Directors. 

First and foremost, I would like to recognize our founder, Bob 
Richter, for whom without his initiative, vision, and dedication 
to mission accomplishment, our beloved Association would not  

exist today.   Having previously served as one of our past Presidents, Bob continues to serve our       

Association as a mentor and advisor in all matters pertaining to the Association.  I look forward to 

working with Bob closely in the future to ensure our Association’s continued success. 

Secondly, I wish to extend a sincere “Bravo Zulu” to our outgoing Officers and Directors - Ernest 

Johnson, John Darracott, Herb Smith, Dan McGee, Richard Sullivan, Paul Sotomayor, and Mark 

Blades.  Your service to the Association during your tenure is truly appreciated.   

Congratulations to our new Treasurer, Carlos Thrasher, and Directors Ross Pennington and John 

Darracott.  John graciously accepted another tour of duty as a Director moments after relinquishing 

his Treasurer duties.  While John was not officially on the ballot running for a Director position, a  

motion was made before the board nominating John as a Director which was approved by a majority 

vote by the Board of Directors as a matter in the best interest of the Association.    

Finally, I wish to acknowledge the past and continued service to our Association of our current Vice 

President Joe Featherston, our Secretary Tim Cook who volunteered to extend his tour of duty as   

Secretary, to Jim Casey who perhaps has the most burdensome and daunting responsibility as our 

Business Manager, Director Ron Cookson, and Chaplain Paul Hyder whose continued support and 

service has been a blessing to the Association.  Collectively, these Mustang Leaders – both past and 

present – and in the face of adversity are the reason why our Association continues to exist today. 

Looking forward, we obviously have some challenges before us.  Most notably, recruiting will be on 

the forefront of my first priorities as our livelihood depends on such.  As every Marine is a Rifleman, 

every member of the Association is a recruiter.  In time, we will do better at getting our message out of 

who we are and what we have to offer.  We will exploit every aspect of social media to inform, attract, 

and invite Mustangs to join our Association.   



Continued from front page 
 
For those who might travel to San Antonio           
privately, we would strongly suggest seeing “the  
Alamo” hour-long movie in the IMAX Theater next 
to the hotel before actually visiting the Alamo itself 
to be able to put that pivotal battle into perspective. 
And, they do provide military discounts as most 
other establishments do. It’s a military-friendly 
town! 
 
Saturday allowed those with transportation to visit 
any of a number of military bases in and around 
San Antonio. Visits to the large and fully stocked 

base exchanges and commissaries provided a  
return-to- the-military-connection opportunity, 
especially Lackland AFB, which is the basic    
Military Training location for the USAF. 
 
The banquet Saturday evening began with the 
presentation of the colors by a color guard from 
H&S Company and the I & I of the 4th Recon  
Battalion, USMCR in a room large enough to be 
semi-formal but intimate enough to dispense 
with a PA system. A Marine from the color guard 
was seated at each table to allow a two-way      
exchange between the ‘old Corps’ and today’s 
serving Marines. Our new president was sworn-
in at the banquet and the meal was ample and 

tasty, “fit for human consumption” as the          
traditional remarks at a Mess Night might state. 

The Hospitality Room was the site of post-
banquet conversation and some goodbyes, 
until next time.  
 
The 2019 muster will be held in Branson, 
MO, September 17th – 22nd, along with the 
annual reunions of both the 2nd and 3rd 
Marine Division Associations. Those dates 
and the logistics will be firmed up and 
promulgated as soon as possible for        
detailed planning. Attendance should be 
good and Branson is a family-friendly, 
multiple shows, macro entrainment city.   
 
If you were unable to join us at San         
Antonio, you missed a good one, and we 
missed you! Let’s plan ahead a bit for    
September 2019. 
 
Semper Fidelis,  
 
Joe Featherston,  
Vice President, MCMA 

 

  

Preparing to launch on the dinner cruise 

At the Saturday evening banquet 

Presidential parley; outgoing president Ernest Johnson 

briefing incoming president Alex Childress 



 
WELCOME ABOARD 

1stLt Thomas Allred, USMC (Ret), Battle Creek, MI 
Maj John C. Anness, USMC (Ret), New Braunfels, TX 

 Maj Gerald D. Badinger, USMC (Ret), Tucson, AZ 

LtCol Cynthia M. Bahr, USMC (Ret), Pleasant Hill, MO 
LtCol Bernard V. Burchette, USMC (Ret), Lago Vista, TX 
Maj Melvin K. Euring, Sr., USMC (Ret), Richlands, NC 

LTC Dennis H. Fink, USA (Ret), Forest Hills, NY 
CWO-4 Carl H. Gassoway, USMC (Ret), Meadowlakes, TX 
CWO-3 Michael L. Graham, USMC (Ret), Spotsylvania, VA 

Capt John L. Irons, USMC (Ret), David City, NE 
Maj Donald W. James, USMC (Ret), Sun City Center, FL 

LtCol Jennifer A. Jenkins, USMCR (Ret), Westerville, OH 
CWO-4 David A. Kolbaska, USMCR (Ret), Schertz, TX 
Capt John G. Koran, Jr., USMC (Ret), Temecula, CA 

Maj Scott LaRocca, USMC (Ret), Woodbridge, VA 
Maj Bart L. Lesniewicz, USMC (Ret), Fort Worth, TX 

Maj Michael T. McGlynn, USMC (Ret), Leonardtown, MD 
Maj David M. Moser, USMC (Ret), Prairieville, LA 

CWO-3 A. W. Moss, USMCR (Ret), San Antonio, TX 
CWO-3 Keith W. Newman, USMC (Ret), Georgetown, TX 
Maj Michael D. Nykanen, USMC (Ret), Rosemount, MN 
1stLt Gregory J. Pence, Marine Veteran, Columbus, IN 

Capt Lee R. Perkins, USMC (Ret), Lake Charles, LA 
LtCol David S. Phillips, USMC (Ret), FPO AP 

CWO-3 Randy Rodriguez, USMC (Ret), McAllen, TX 
Maj John F. Seal, USMC (Ret), Mount Vernon, WA 
Maj Michael Z. Smith, Sr., USMC (Ret), Willits, CA 
Maj Isaac A. Snipes, USMC (Ret), Columbia, MO 

CWO-3 Reeshema A. E. Walker, USMC (Ret), New Bern, NC 
Capt Fred E. White, USMC (Ret), Peoria, AZ 

Capt Phil Williams, Marine Veteran, Hoschton, GA 

Milling about smartly at the banquet 
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FROM: THE SECRETARY 

2019 Muster/Reunion Notice 

Mark Your Calendar TODAY and plan to   

attend the Marine Corps Mustang Association 

(MCMA) Joint Muster with 2nd & 3rd MarDiv          

Association, 17-22 September 2019 in Branson, MO.  

For more information, contact James R. Casey at      

(703) 349-0893 or email at                                               

BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org, or visit our 

website at www.MarineCorpsMustang.org or Facebook at                                      

https://www.facebook.com/MarineCorpsMustangAssociation/ for details.    

Secretary Tim Cook with wife Michelle at the 2018 

Mustang Muster 

WHAT TO DO WHEN A MUSTANG IS DECEASED… 

Unfortunately, the day comes for all of us.   As a member of the MCMA, we’d appreciate it if 
you would report the death of your beloved Mustang to the MCMA Business Manager via 
Phone (703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may 
update the membership directory.  Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.  
Thank you. 

 

 

MOVED RECENTLY OR CHANGED YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION… 

Life keeps us all busy and our best intentions get overcome and forgotten but if you have     
recently moved or changed an email address or purchased a new phone, we’d appreciate it if 
you would take a minute and report it to the MCMA Business Manager via Phone at          
(703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may update 
the membership directory.  Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.  Thank 
you. 

mailto:BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org
mailto:BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org


MCMA APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
   

 

Name:_________________________________________________Date____________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Email:______________________________________ 
Please Circle One 

USMC (Active) (Ret.); USMCR (Active) (Ret.); Marine Veteran; Other:______________________ 
 

Rank:__________________________ MOS:___________ Birthdate:_______________________ 
 
Dates Enlisted:___________________________ Dates Officer____________________________ 
 
Date Retired/Released from Active Duty:_____________________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Dues: $40 - 1 year ($35 renew) / $90 - 3 years 
 
Send payment to:  Marine Corps Mustang Assn., Inc. 
   PO Box 190 
   Quantico, VA 22134-0190  

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

NEW RENEWAL 

The beloved Marine mascot Chesty XIV retired at a ceremony held at the Marine Barracks            

Washington, D.C., on Friday, August 24, 2018 after five years of service to Corps. 

His last parade ceremony with the storied Marine Barracks was held that night for the evening parade. 

Chesty XIV, named after five-time Navy Cross recipient Marine Lt. Gen. Lewis “Chesty” Puller, began 

his tour with the Corps in February 2013. 

His replacement, Chesty XV, was announced late March. The young bulldog puppy recruit has since 

graduated from recruit training and will take the helm as the Corps’ new mascot on Saturday,            

according to the Marine Barracks Washington. 

English bulldogs have participated in the Corps’ evening parades since 1957. 

Chesty XIV retires as the official Marine Corps mascot Chesty XV performs his introductory PFT 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quantico’s Marine Corps War Memorial              
Undergoes Restoration  

By Ameesha Felton 
 
MARINE CORPS BASE QUANTICO, Va., --  

The Marine Corps War Memorial just outside the main gate of Marine Corps Base Quantico is undergoing 

a six- to eight-week restoration project to repair damage caused by vandalism in previous years and 

weathering. A construction fence was put up Aug. 18, and work will begin soon.  

 The stone statue of Marines raising the American flag at Iwo Jima that marks the entrance to the base 

will receive work that includes replacing a broken finger on one of the hands holding the flag, replacing 

crumbling portions of a rifle barrel and cleaning up residual stains from a defacement in 2012. In          

December of that year, vandals sprayed a bright pink paint halfway around the base of the iconic statue. 

Officials removed it but Elton Rupe, facilities operations officer at Quantico, said because of the statue’s 

porous makeup, discoloration remains.  

 “They are going to presoak the stone to draw it out the stain because the limestone absorbed it,” Rupe 

said. “It’s going to take some time and ingenuity on the artist’s side to see if he can remove what was 

splattered on the monument.” 

 Rupe said removing staining is their first order of business, then re-carving the broken pieces and then 

performing basic restoration to the base. 

 “There’s been some shifting in the [statue’s] base over time and the caulking has gotten old,” Rupe said. 

“So one of the final things they’ll do is remove all of the old caulk, recaulk and fix any cracks in the base.” 

 The monument is based on the renowned Joe Rosenthal photograph, and is one of the scale models 

sculptor Felix de Weldon made while crafting the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington. 

This article originally appeared in the August 28, 2018 issue of the Marine Corps Times 



 

Mustang Honor Roll 

A plaque located near the front gate of Marine Corps Base Quantico in Quantico, 

VA offers background information of the area used as a prominent military base for 

over a century. 

 
 

CWO-4 Franklin Leavitt, Jr.  

June 2, 2018 

Col Jasper C. Lilly, Jr. 

July 4, 2018 

Capt Joseph P. Normandeau 

May 5, 2017 

Capt Ronald E. Hoover, Sr.  

May 5, 2018 

Capt Thomas R. Ward 

May 23, 2018 

LtCol James H. ‘Pat’ Carothers, Jr. 

April 16, 2018 

Col Charles W. Hoffner 

September 14, 2017 

Maj Robert L. Lawrence 

May 9, 2018 



 
 

Maj Joseph N. Anderson 
LtCol Clarence T. Anthony 
Maj Janna R. Baumgardner 
Capt James F. Benson, Jr. 
Capt John B. Bowe 
LtCol Bernard V. Burchette 
Capt Mark W. Burdette 
1stLt Donald E. Conder 
CWO-5 Ronald K. Cookson 
1stLt Lazaro Corpus, Jr. 
Maj Robert L. Countryman 
Capt John M. Culver 
Col Don E. Davis 
LtCol Henry A. Dierker  
Maj Neal W. Duckworth 
LTC Dennis H. Fink 
Capt Bill D. Franklin 
Maj M. Stewart Fraiser 
Maj William R. Fry 
LtCol Philip E. Goble, Sr. 
LtCol James K. Harrison 
Maj Gary P. Hayes 

 
 

1stLt William W.               
Hillgaertner 
Capt Howard R. Hines 
George W. Holbert 
CWO-4 Peter P. Hulmes 
Capt Ronald L. Jones 
Maj Charles J. Kathrein 
Maj William P. Keogh 
LtCol David J. LaBoissiere 
Capt John S. Lane 
LtCol Joseph A. Lovullo 
Maj Gregg L. Lynes 
Capt Ray L. Maloy 
Maj Don E. Mathis 
Capt Edmund J. Mazzei 
2ndLt Don C. McDuffie 
LtCol Daniel J. McGee 
1stLt Paul W. McKenna, Jr. 
Maj Daniel R. Miller 
Capt Wilford Morris 
Capt George D. Nilson 
SgtMaj John D. Olexa 

 
 

Maj Benjamin C. Patterson 
LtCol Thomas J.          
Pfaffenberger 
Maj G. Lee Radford 
Capt Robert R. Rebscher 
Capt Robert E. Richter 
Capt Michael H. Rising 
Capt Billy J. Shahan 
1stLt Lloyd L. Skinner 
Capt Sidney L. Spurgeon 
Capt Peter N. Stavros 
Col Robert E. Steffensen 
Maj Frank D. Strong 
Col William A. Tate 
CWO-3 Carlos M. Thrasher 
CWO-4 Robert A. Villalobos 
Maj Jerry H. Welch 
1stLt Clarence F. “Catfish” 
Williams 
Capt Max Withrow 

2018 Muster Patrons 

We would like to thank the following members who sent contributions to our Muster 
Patrons List: 



FAREWELL FROM A FORMER BOARD MEMBER 

I would like to take this opportunity to do a few things… 

First, I want to thank Ernest Johnson, the Mustang officers and 

the rest of the outgoing Board members for a rewarding experi-

ence.  Under Ernest’s leadership and the outstanding participa-

tion and guidance of the others, I felt like I was a part of some-

thing special.  I feel that we, as a collective group and under 

straight forward leadership, made a difference in the Marine 

Corps Mustang Association.  I feel we moved our organization 

forward.  I hope that those that looked on from a different van-

tage point, feel the same.  Thanks Ernest! 

 Second, it ain’t over!  I wish the new Board and Officers the same 

success in moving forward that we experienced.  Work together, keep the values, traditions and 

the work ethic of Mustangs and no doubt you will continue to move our organization to greater 

heights. 

Next, I hope the successes of the Association has inspired many of you to get involved.  Board 

members are needed every year to replace others from their tour of duty.  New blood, ideas and 

leadership are always required to keep any organization vibrant, worthy and evolving.  Even if 

you can’t run for a position, talk to those that do.  Let them know your feeling and ideas.  We 

are an organization for all Mustangs. 

Finally, none of us do this for an end of tour medal.  We are passionate about the things we get 

involved in and should do our best.  I was humbled and honored to receive the Outstanding 

Mustang Award.  I didn’t see it coming, which is the way it should be.  I accept the Award on 

behalf of many others that worked their tails off to make our Marine Corps Mustang Associa-

tion something to be proud to belong to.  As an eyewitness, I know the hard work that our 

President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Board members put in to make the last 

four years special for me.  Gentlemen, I see each one of your reflections on that Award.  Gung 

Ho! 

 

Respectfully, 

Mark Blaydes 

Past Board Member 

 

Mark Blaydes 



By Robert E. Wake, Jr. 

 

A 
lbert Theadore “Ted” Tuttle was an instrumental    

figure in my life. I met him in October of 1970 

when I was in Marine Officer Candidate School in 

Quantico, Virginia. We remained friends for the 

remainder of his life.  Ted was a former Marine and a member 

of my Church. We had lengthy talks about my future in the 

Marine Corps and his service during Word War II. What came 

to light during these talks was a 

little known fact that he was the 

one who procured and   carried the flag that was in the famous Rosenthal picture 

of the raising of the flag on Iwo Jima. In fact, there were two flags. The first was a 

small Marine unit flag raised and photographed by Sgt. Louis Lowery. "No one 

had any idea to become famous," said Lowery, who barely missed being blown 

apart by a grenade thrown by a Japanese soldier seconds after the flag went up. 

He lost his camera, but saved the film. Whistles were blown from the Navy       

flotilla offshore when the flag was mounted. An artillery officer on the beach, 

Richard Bishop, said that a few Marines yelled, "Hey, there goes the flag!" and 

that there was brief cheering. But as sporadic fighting continued on the summit 

for the next hour, only battalion commander Johnson appeared to be thinking of 

the moment's historical value. 

Shortly after the first flag-raising on Mount Suribachi, Iwo Jima, Lieutenant Colonel Chandler W. Johnson, 

the Battalion commander, told Second Lieutenant Albert T. Tuttle, Assistant Operations Officer, 2d Battalion, 

28th Marines, to go down to one of the ships on the beach and get a large battle flag - "large enough that the 

men at the other end of the island can see it. It will lift their spirits also." Lieutenant Tuttle went on board 

LST 779, beached near the base of the volcano and obtained a larger set of colors. While on the landing ship, 

Tuttle was amazed at all the fruits and vegetables that were available in the Officers Mess Hall. Using the flag 

as a pouch, Tuttle filled it with every bit of food he could find before departing ashore. While passing through 

the beachhead, now a massive infirmary for the wounded, he distributed the fruits and vegetables to the 

wounded he passed along the way. Ironically, the flag from LST 779, which would soon fly over the first     

captured Japanese territory, had been salvaged from Pearl Harbor, from some decommissioned destroyer.  

When Tuttle returned to the command post with the larger flag. Lieutenant Colonel Johnson directed him to 

give the flag to Private First Class Rene A. Gagnon, the Colonel's runner from Company E. Gagnon was   

headed up the hill with replacement batteries that Lieutenant Schrier had requested for his radio. As Tuttle 

said, “I was told to give the flag to Gagnon since he was a “runner” and I had more important work to do.”   

A. Theadore Tuttle 
Friend and Fellow Marine 

“He who actually carried the Flag” 



As Gagnon was carrying this second and larger (96 by 56 inches) flag up the slopes of Suribachi, Associated 

Press photographer Joe Rosenthal was just beginning his hard climb up the mountain. Sergeant Michael 

Strank, Corporal Harlon H. Block, Private First Class Franklin R. Sousley and Private First Class Ira H. Hayes 

also accompanied this set of colors up Suribachi's slopes with Gagnon. Had Tuttle proceeded to take the flag 

up the hill, he would have also been in the famous flag-raising picture and as seen at the Arlington            

Monument. 

 

When the men arrived at the top, Lieutenant Schrier decided that the new flag should 

be raised as the original one was lowered. Sergeant Strank, Corporal Block, Private 

First Class Hayes and Private First Class Sousley fastened the larger colors to a second 

pipe and then tried to set the makeshift staff in the rugged ground. Since the four men 

appeared to be having difficulty in getting the pipe firmly planted, two onlookers,     

Private First Class Rene Gagnon and Private First Class Harold Schultz came to their  

aid. 

 

All six were struggling to raise the flag when Rosenthal snapped a picture of the scene. 

According to Rosenthal, luck played an important part in the taking of his famous   

photograph. The Associated Press photographer arrived at the summit just as        

Lieutenant Schrier was preparing to take down the first flag. At first, Rosenthal hoped 

to photograph the lowering of the first flag together with the raising of the larger flag. 

When he discovered that he would not have time to line up both pictures, he decided 

to concentrate on the second flag raising. He backed off about 35 feet, only to discover 

that because of the sloping ground, he could not see what was happening. He piled up 

some loose stones, mounted them and focused on the band of Marines, which had now 

grown in numbers, to celebrate the taking of Mt Suribachi. 

 

Just as Rosenthal was training his camera on the men, Lieutenant Schrier walked 

into his line of vision. Rosenthal later recalled that just as Schrier moved away, 

Sergeant Bill Genaust, the Marine motion picture photographer, "came across in 

front of me and over to my right...He said 'I'm not in your way, am I, Joe?' And I 

said, 'Oh, no." I turned from him and out of the corner of my eye I said, 'Hey Bill, 

there it goes!' By being polite to each other we damn near missed the shot. I swung 

my camera around and held it until I could guess that this was the peak of the     

action and shot." This is the now famous photo.  

 

I found a great example of patriotism and friendship in A. Theadore Tuttle. A     

remarkable and humble person who was at the right place at the right time! He exemplified Semper Fi,        

Always Faithful. 

 

And, that, as they say, is the rest of the story. 
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Moving? Retiring? Address Wrong? 

Please let us know your new address! 

Your date of Retirement! Any required corrections! 

And, don’t forget to let us know your new phone number 
and email address. Please include all nine digits of your zip 
code! 

 

 

PURPOSE 

 

The principal purpose of the Marine Corps   

Mustang Association, Inc., is to advocate and 

provide career enhancing support for Marine   

Officers and Associate Members from other   

military services who have enlisted Marine Corps 

experience. We are an organization made up    

primarily of Mustang Officers with a broad   

spectrum of successful military and civilian     

experience. We pursue this mission through  

mentoring, networking and facilitating             

relationships that assist Mustang Officers in their 

careers and civilian transitions. We provide a 

venue of sharing lessons-learned in occupational 

fields and industry initiatives that support the 

mission of the United States Marine Corps. 


